
 

 

  

AP Chemistry – Why Should You Take It? 
College Board AP Chemistry Description: 

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-chemistry-course-overview.pdf?course=ap-chemistry 

1. AP Chemistry will challenge you to the limits of your academic ability.  
2. AP Chemistry will teach you to think at higher levels. You will be forced to think and apply 

concepts to new situations, and even derive your own theories from application. This is excellent 
preparation for the higher levels of thinking required in college. 

3. Of course, one of the most obvious benefits to this course is that when you take and pass the 
national AP Chemistry Exam given in May, you could receive college credit for the course when you 
enroll at many colleges and universities in the United States. This will save you both time and 
money. 

4. AP Chemistry looks great on your transcript or on a letter of recommendation. More and more of 
the best colleges and universities are looking for ways that students have distinguished themselves 
in high school. Being a "straight A" student no longer carries the weight it once did, and many 4.0 
grade average students are finding themselves denied entry at the college of their choice. One of 
the first things admissions officers ask counselors about a potential candidate for their university is 
‘did this student take the most challenging courses available?’ Taking AP Chemistry is a way of 
distinguishing yourself in high school. 

5. AP Chemistry is an intense course of study where students and the teacher really get to know each 
other. It is to the student’s advantage for the teacher to know them well when they need a letter 
of recommendation. 

6. As difficult as AP Chemistry is, you will find that it will never be as easy to learn Freshman 
Chemistry as it is now! There are several reasons for this: 

a. High school classes are generally much smaller than college classes.  
b. Most college professors don't regard teaching Freshman Chemistry as a priority; many 

concentrate on their research, and consider teaching to be an interruption and distraction 
to that end. 

c. At times Freshman Chemistry is used to "weed out" students. Most colleges prefer not to 
have large class sizes in their upper division courses. Therefore the grades and difficulty 
level of the freshman courses are adjusted so that only small numbers of very outstanding 
students will be able to move on. This can result in a large portion of students in freshman 
chemistry failing the course!   
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